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Introduction of the Japanese Society of
Immunotoxicology and collaboration with SOT
Immunotoxicology Specialty Section

| attended the 1991 annual meeting of the
Society for

at Tampa, Florida. It was a chance to meet key
individuals for a collaboration between JSIT
(Japanese Society of Immunotoxicology) and SOT-
IMTox-SS (Immunotoxicology Specialty Section).
At the time | was thinking of studying abroad
within NIEHS (National Institute of Environmental
Health Science, NIH) and visited Dr. Michael I.
Luster's laboratory to observe the institute and
see the Research Triangle Park before attending
the conference. At Tampa, | met Dr. Jack H. Dean
(as well as Dr. Albert E. Munson and Dr. Joseph
G. Vos, although my memory is a bit hazy) from
SOT, while Dr. Motoyasu Ohsawa, Dr. Yasuhide
Kouchi and | represented JSIT. We talked about a
future collaboration between both groups in Japan
and the USA. | worked at Dr. Luster's laboratory in
NIEHS from 1992 to 1993. The period of Dr. Fujio
Kayama's work in the laboratory overiapped mine,
and Dr. Kouchi had worked before me. Dr. Sei-ichiro
Hirano was working at Dr. Maryjane K. Selgrade’s

v 9
in 1991. We had the opportunity to attend the SOT
ile in tt .
the IMTox-SS meeting and extended our friendship
with scientists from all around the world who were

working in the same field of immunotoxicology.

1 retumed to Japan in June of 1993 and
continued my research on the immunotoxicology of
environmental toxicants such as metals. My main
target is arsenic and this research continues to
the present day. | presented my research findings
at Japanese scientific conferences that included
the *Society of Toxicological Science", “Society of
Hygiene,” and “Society of Occupational Health and
Preventive Medicine.” However, since the number
of in the field of i i in
Japan is small, discussion at these sessions was

Jap: ists interested in
started to prepare an immunotoxicology study
group with the initiative of Dr. Ohsawa. The study
roup for i i
June of 1994 with Dr. Yukio Kuroiwa as President,
Dr. Kayama and | then attended the SOT Annual
Meeting in Baltimore, Maryland in March of 1995,
and Dr. Kayama introduced the foundation of JSIT
at the IMTox-SS meeting. The 2nd annual meeting
was held on September 29, 1995 in Tokyo. Dr.
Luster was invited as a foreign speaker and lectured
on “Immunotoxicological evaluation of chemicals
and therapeutics: an update perspective.” The
12th annual meeting during September 20-21,
2005 provided the opportunity to strengthen the
collaborative exchange between JSIT and SOT
IMTox-SS, and Dr. Mitchell D. Cohen lectured on
“Research trends of Immunotoxicology in the USA."
The 1t volume of the “JSIT Newsletter” was issued
in 1996 as the official newsletter of JSIT, which was
then issued semi-yearly. From the 12th volume
issued in 2008, the English pages were edited
partially in the “JSIT Newsletter’ in response to
the maturation of the collaboration between JSIT
and SOT IMTox-SS. In this issue, Dr. Kenneth L.
Hastings contributed his participation report for the
14th annual meeting of JSIT. SOT 2010 in Salt
Lake City was the first annual meeting co-chaired
by IMTox-SS and JSIT.

As indicated above, | introduce the origins

Presidentof JIST: Takahiko YoshidaM.D.,
Ph.D., Asahikawa Medical University

SOT/ITSS newsletter ADISITH S DR

Immunotoxicology Specialty
Section Newsletter

Fall/Winter 2016 edition

JSIT
Contribution
Article

of JSIT and the collaboration between JSIT and IMToX-SS on the occasion of the start of periodical
contribution to the IMTox-SS Newsletier from JSIT. JSIT is composed of nearly 300 scientists working
in academia, industry, and government agencies, and holds an annual meeting around autumn. |
am working as the 5th president of JSIT whose tasks include acceding and prospering the history of
the organization. Although JSIT is a relatively small group, we exchange knowledge and have active

Totvery aciive.; It was within this background,that discussions at a particular venue. Lastly, | hope our collaboration will develop infa a long and mutually
hrmanooricolog Specalty Section Fall 2016 P rewarding relationship.
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